
St. Mark – The Evangelist 
Saint Mark was born in Cyrene, Libya but his date of birth is unknown.  According to Catholic 
Church tradition, Mark’s feast day is celebrated on April 25, and his symbol is the winged lion.  
St. Mark is the patron saint of Venice, lions, lawyers, notaries, opticians (lens makers), 
pharmacists, painters, secretaries, interpreters, prisoners, and people dealing with insect bites.  
Mark's Gospel was probably written between 60 and 70 A.D. and was based upon the teachings 
of St. Peter.  A lot of scholars believe that Mark was a source for Matthew and Luke.  About 
90% of the stories are all shared amongst the three gospels.  All three are called “synoptic” 
gospels, meaning to see the one eye with one vision.  St. Augustine said that the Gospel of Mark 
was an abbreviated version of Matthew.   

Mark describes St. John the Baptist’s voice (witnesses said sounded like a roaring lion) crying 
out in the wilderness to prepare the way for Jesus' ministry, and Mark himself helped deliver the 
Gospel to people with boldness, like a lion.  So, began the association of St. Mark to lions. 
 Prophets seeing Mark as the Lion: 
• Mark is one of the four evangelists that the prophet Ezekiel saw in a miraculous vision of the future 

many years before Jesus’ birth; Mark appeared in the vision as a lion.  (Ezekiel 1:10 – Their faces 
were like this, each of the four had a human face, and on the right the face of a lion, and on the left, 
the face of an ox, and each had the face of an eagle). 

• Revelation 4:8 (The first creature resembled a lion, the second was like a calf, the third had a face like 
that of a human being, and the fourth looked like an eagle in flight.  

• Daniel 7:2 – 4 (In the vision I saw during the night, suddenly the four winds of heaven stirred up the 
great sea, from which emerged four immense beasts, each different from the others.  The first was 
like a lion, but with eagle’s wings…). 

 
Mark is author of the Second Gospel and is believed to be the 'John Mark' in the Acts of the 
Apostles.  He was the son of Mary of Jerusalem (Acts 12:12) whose home became a meeting 
place for the apostles.  He is also the cousin of St. Barnabas (Colossians 4:10).  His gospel has 
traditionally been regarded as the oldest of the four and is the shortest in length. Mark traveled 
with St. Barnabas and St. Paul on many religious missions, during which he founded the Church 
of Alexandria.  He joined St. Paul and St. Barnabas on their first missionary journey to Antioch 
in 44 A.D. When they reached Cyprus, Christian tradition holds that Mark left them and returned 
to Jerusalem, (Acts 13:13). This incident caused Paul to question whether Mark could be a 
reliable missionary and created a disagreement between Paul and Barnabas and led Paul to refuse 
Mark's accompaniment on their second journey to the churches of Cilicia and the rest of Asia 
Minor.  However, the disagreement between Paul and Mark did not last long, because when Paul 
was first imprisoned, Mark, who was at the time in Rome with plans of visiting Asia Minor, 
visited him as one of his trusted companions (Col 4:10).  
 
According to Christian tradition, Mark also held a close relationship with St. Peter, who referred 
to Mark has 'his son' (1 Peter 5:13). Although some believe Mark had not personally heard the 
Lord speak firsthand and, like Luke, Mark was not one of the twelve apostles, some believe 
Mark was likely speaking of himself when he wrote the description of Jesus' arrest in 
Gethsemane.  [He was also the same man who fled naked before the Crucifixion (Mark 14:51, 52)]. 
 



The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus.  …45 He came and immediately went over to him and said, 
“Rabbi.” And he kissed him.  46 At this they laid hands on him and arrested him.  47 One of the 
bystanders drew his sword, struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his ear.  48 Jesus said to 
them in reply, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs, to seize me?  49 
Day after day I was with you teaching in the temple area, yet you did not arrest me; but that the 
scriptures may be fulfilled.”  50 And they all left him and fled.  51 Now a young man followed 
him wearing nothing but a linen cloth about his body. They seized him, 52 but he left the 
cloth behind and ran off naked.  

Famous Miracles  
One miracle that relates to Mark's patronage of lions happened when Mark and his father 
Aristopolus were walking near the Jordan River and encountered a male and female lion who 
eyed them with hunger and seemed about to attack them.  Mark prayed in Jesus' name that the 
lions wouldn't harm them, and immediately after his prayer, the lions fell down dead.  
 
After Mark founded the church in Alexandria, Egypt, he took a pair of his shoes to a cobbler 
named Anianus for repairs.  As Anianus was sewing Mark's shoes, he cut his finger. Then Mark 
picked up a piece of clay nearby, spit on it, and applied the mixture to Anianus' finger while 
praying in Jesus' name for it to be healed, and then the wound healed completely.  Anianus then 
asked Mark to tell him and all of his children about Jesus, and after hearing the Gospel message, 
they all became Christians.  Eventually, Anianus became a bishop in the Egyptian church.  
People who have prayed to Mark since his death have reported receiving miraculous answers to 
their prayers, such as healing of illnesses and injuries.  
 
Mark and the Upper Room: Mark 14:12 – 16 
Preparations for the Passover.  
12d On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb,* 
his disciples said to him, “Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?”  
13He sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city and a man will meet you, 
carrying a jar of water.* Follow him.  14 Wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The 
Teacher says, “Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’  
15Then he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready. Make the preparations for us 
there.”  16 The disciples then went off, entered the city, and found it just as he had told them; 
and they prepared the Passover.  
Acts 1:13 – 14 – The First Community in Jerusalem.  
13When they entered the city they went to the upper room where they were staying, Peter and 
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  14 All these devoted themselves with one 
accord to prayer, together with some women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

 The descent of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost occurred in the house of St. Mark, one 
of the four evangelists. (Luke 10). 

Ibn Kabar (The Lamp of the Darkness:4th book) mentioned that St. Mark was present at the 
wedding in Cana of Galilee.  He was the man who had been carrying the jar when the two 
disciples went to prepare a place for the celebration of the Pasch (Mark 14:13-14; Luke 22:11).  
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Thus, his home (known as the Upper Room of Zion) became the first Christian Church in the 
world where the Lord himself instituted the Holy Eucharist (Mark 14:12-26).  It was in this same 
place that the Lord appeared twice to the disciples after His resurrection (John 20:19,26) and His 
Holy Spirit came upon them (Acts 2:1-4). St. Peter having been delivered by an angel from 
prison, went to that same house of "Mary the mother of John also called Mark", where many had 
gathered and were praying (Acts 12:12). 

Translation of the 6th century inscription:  
This is the house of Mary, mother of John, called Mark. Proclaimed a 
church by the holy apostles under the name of the Virgin Mary, 
mother of God, after the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ into 
heaven. Renewed after the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus in the 
year A.D. 73. 

 

 Mark 10:17 – 23 – The Rich Man.  Mark??? 
As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, knelt down before him, and asked him, “Good 
teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered him, “Why do you call me good?* 
No one is good but God alone.  You know the commandments: ‘You shall not kill; you shall not 
commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; 
honor your father and your mother.’”  He replied and said to him, “Teacher, all of these I have 
observed from my youth.”  Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, “You are lacking in 
one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to [the] poor and you will have treasure in heaven; 
then come, follow me.”  At that statement his face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many 
possessions.  Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”  He comes to Jesus and asks, “What must I do to have 
eternal life?” knowing that merely obeying the Commandments is not enough.  He is told that he 
must give up the thing to which he is most attached: in his case, his wealth. We root for him 
every time we read it, but instead of choosing the treasures of Heaven, he goes away sad, 
disappointed that he cannot have both celestial and earthly things.  
Who was this man? Do we know what happened to him? We can’t know for sure, but there is a 
theory out there as to the identity of this man—a theory which derives from definite clues in 
Scripture.   

Some say that the rich young man is none other than St. Mark himself. 

One clue is Mark’s apparent wealth. His mother’s (large) house was used as a meeting place for 
early Christians, and it was there that Peter resorted after his miraculous release from prison (see 
Acts 12:12).  Another, even more compelling clue is the wording of St. Mark’s account of this 
incident. Let’s read Jesus’ response to the young man’s question: 
And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing; go, sell what 
you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 
—Mark 10:21 
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Maybe it was the memory of that look and the immense love behind it that lingered with the 
wealthy Mark and motivated him to leave the wide, easy way that leads to destruction and 
embrace the life of a disciple, missionary, Evangelist, and martyr. 
St. Mark lived for years in Alexandria, Egypt, where he died as a martyr on April 25, 68 A.D., 
while being dragged through the streets.  Pagans who persecuted Christians captured, tortured, 
and imprisoned Mark. He reportedly saw visions of angels and heard the voice of Jesus speaking 
to him before he died.  Christians honored Mark by building St. Mark's Basilica there.  In 828 
A.D., sailors stole relics of St. Mark from Alexandria and taken to Venice, Italy. There they are 
enshrined in a beautiful cathedral dedicated to the saint. 

The Gospel of Mark can be divided into two. In the first half you have, Mark focusing on the 
identity of Jesus as Messiah, the Son of God.  The second half of Mark concerns the mission of 
the Messiah.  He begins to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, be rejected 
by the elders, and then be killed, and then rise from the dead.  

  



Even though there are many similarities with the other gospels, there are unique things in Mark.   

For example, it’s only in Mark that we read the parable about the growing seed (where the 
kingdom of God is as a man who scattered seed on the ground and should sleep by night, rise by 
day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know how, for the earth yields 
crops by itself.  And first the blade, then the head, after the full grain in the head, but when the 
grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle because the harvest has come). 
Also, in Mark’s gospel there is an “immediacy” to the story.  He uses the word “immediately”, 
41 times.  Another unique item to Mark, is that he is the only one who talks about the pigs into 
which the demons went into in chapter 5.  In chapter 6, Mark’s gospel is the only one of the four 
which Jesus is called the son of Mary.  It also says in chapter 6 that he is called a carpenter.  
(Matthew’s Gospel calls Jesus the “son of the carpenter”).   
Mark utilizes in a masterful way Jesus’ ability to use questions when he teaches.  And Jesus uses 
over 10 different ways to implement questions.  Some believe that Mark’s audience were 
Christians, so he explains Jewish backgrounds so his audience can understand.   

 


